TRANSCRI PT OF RECORDI NG OF A
MEETI NG AMONG THE PRESI DENT, JOHN
DEAN, AND H R HALDEMAN I N THE
OVAL OFFI CE ON MARCH 17, 1973
FROM 1:25 PMto 2:10 PM

Background noi ses - draggi ng noi ses on desk.

PRESI DENT: Vell, I was wondering what your | atest
devel opnents were. Do you, ah, plan to keep
your boys all hoppi ng around?

DEAN: Vel l, hopefully. Uh, Dick More and | are
gonna work in this afternoon and today.

PRESI DENT: Where do you live?

DEAN: Par don?

PRESI DENT: Where do you live, are you staying?

DEAN: Over in Covell.

PRESI DENT: Covel I . ..

DEAN: Vell, to work over in ny office. It's
pretty quiet around here today.

PRESI DENT: Anytime that you need to (unintelligible)

Canp David place is very conducive to that
kind of awful work (unintelligible).

DEAN: | think that m ght be a good thing. |
mentioned that to Mtchell yesterday, that,
ah, we probably need a good sitdown, Kkick
this thing around session. Ah, | would say
that as a result of your press conference
that the forward nonentum that was going and
bui | di ng stopped, and, and, that it, it
fluctuated and again we're, in this breeding
space. Uh, the press this norning is
different, for exanple, it says the, uh, an
accord has been reached. The Post is even
willing to say that, uh, as far as the
i nformation being provided. It couldn't,
uh, try to find sonething nasty to say but
they, they realized that it was a
cooperative effort, uh (coughs) what we have
to do is be in a good posture, uh, cone the
opening gun on Ervin's hearings. It's, it's
al ways been-to nme the nost troubl esone thing
is that if he were gonna be non-biased, if
he were gonna be non-partisan, if he were




PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

DEAN:

PRESI DENT:

gonna be fair and just, and the judge he
likes to believe he is, ninety per cent of
his hearings would be held in executive
session..

Sur e.
...rather than..

And al so the ten per cent of themor so
(unintelligible).

That's right. That's right. Uh, what |'ve
been trying to conceive of is, is sone way
that Ervin hinmself could cone to that

position. If he did, he would be harm ng
i nnocent people, but he will be dragging
people in to things that, uh -- It's like

really dragging themin, but that's the nanme
of the gane in the city and he's gonna | ove
to play it.

(Unintelligible) hark back to the H ss case.
We did that on the H ss case.

You went into executive?

the first confrontati on, between |, we,
we, we interviewed, we took, uh, after, uh,
after, uh, Chanbers, uh, Chanmbers went on
and called hinself and tried to chall enge
it.
Um hum

H ss went on and denied it. Then after
that, I, ah, executive session with Chanbers
al one, for a couple of hours
(unintelligible) executive session, and Hi ss
alone. And then two together in New York in
a hotel room

And that was private al so, huh?

Executive. And then only after the
executive, would we go public.

Vell, that, you know, that would be the fair
way for Ervin to play it. (unintelligible)
go public. Ah ...

Yeah. Well, anyway, that's a possibility,

ah. The thing | guess you' ve got to figure,
is to whether you and Moore, perhaps even
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individually or, uh (Unintelligible)
collectively (unintelligible) collectively
in witing a paper, and say that, uh-- and
sit down and wite what | would call a
general, a very general statement that would
be the -- Senator Ervin. | would say
Senator, you'd be interested to know what
the hell we got here. Here, here's ny

poi nt, ah, ah, the ah, that's one way. The
ot her way woul d be to, ah, put down the,

the, ar-- course the fact that it's being
done. The point that | nmade is this: we
don't want to be in position of Dean and the
Wit e House, you and Dean, etc. are acting
as the President's counsel to forward him
information on the basis of it's
confidential. You mght just say now

can't say that this is all, everything, but
it's everything we know. W can say

basi cal | y (noi se-bangi ng on desk)
(unintelligible) in that sense, based on
what we know (unintelligible) investigation
(unintelligible) was not involved, or if he
was this is all he knows. Ah, Chapin--this
is what he knows and I'd go in to Chapin and
Segretti and just lay it all out

there. (unintelligible) And, ah, Col son, you
know what | nean?

Um hum

And, ah, and, or without going into it you
coul d say, no one on the Wite House staff
is involved, so forth and so on. This may
be fact those kind of (unintelligible)
statenents. What | amgetting at is that
the nonent that you get it too specific, and
| realize that, they're gonna say why did
you wi thhol d sonething that you could sinply
say here are the conclusions we have reached
based on your evaluation of the information
that canme to your attention. They got a
chance to |l ook at all the other, we want to
be as hel pful as we can. Here's what we've
concl uded and we wel cone you to review it.

You, ah, you've raised sonething that, uh --
|l et me just take you one step further. It
m ght be a very interesting approach. Ah,
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if Ervin were to be called down here, and
(coughs) and given sworn statenents that
were given to you, that's after | have
prepared ny report on Hal deman, Ehrlichman,
Col son, Dean, everybody...

Ri ght.

...they stated to the degree of their

know edge -- now what, what would be in
there that would enbarrassing politically --
and you mght put Ervin on the spot -- is --
‘cause | don't think he would want to
enbarrass for the sake of enbarrassnent
alone -- is that, that there was know edge
that there was an intelligence operation in
pl ace.

| say that?

But no know edge that these people were
goi ng go do sonething crimnal

That's right

And to the contrary, M. President, efforts
by the Wiite House to cut off these things
that would be illegal.

Oh, as a matter of fact as you point out,
you coul d make sone self-serving statenents

all over that | had put and uh, | had given
instructions to the (unintelligible) he was
to pass on to the canpaign conmttee, | did

not see themat that point, there was to be
no acting, there was to be no viol ence, that
th-, th-, th-, th-, th-, th-- we expected
ours to be, we had to get the intelligence
on it, fromthe standpoint of security, et
cetera.

Hum

(Unintelligible) prepared -- put that whole
thing out, put out the list on the seany
record of what we expected in San D ego,
what we expected there and there's what we
were trying to get at through intelligence,
et cetera, you know what | nean.

Um hum
But point out that, ah, ah, you could just
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say here is sone sworn statenents signed by
(unintelligible) people that I've gotten
fromtheml!l, it was for the record...

Want further information, you can ask for
it.

The interesting thing is, in the sequence of
way things occurred, ah, | don't know if
anyone has ever (coughs) taken you through
his. But the last involvenent to ny

know edge of the Wite House was when | cane
back froma neeting..

(Unintelligible) answers "1 know not hi ng
about Watergate."

Right, well, ah...

| stayed mles away fromit so | didn't know
even if there was a Wi te House invol venent.

Vel l, there was, ah, you know, there was a
prelimnary discussion of setting up an
intelligence operation...

Yeah.

...and the last, and the last...
(Unintel ligible)

Al'l right.
Phase of it was...

And the | ast phase of it...

| cane back froma neeting wth Mtchell,
Magruder and Liddy and told-- after telling
themthat they couldn't discuss this in
front of the Attorney CGeneral of the United
States, canme back and told Bob that if
there's sonething |like that going on, we've
got to stay two mles away fromit, ten
mles away fromit because it just is not
right and we can't have any part of it. Bob
said | agree and he'll have no part of it.
That was where | thought it was turned off
and the next thing I heard was that, that
was this, the breakin on June 17th, which
was. . .

(Unintel ligible)
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...over six nonths later...

You heard discussion of that, but you didn't
hear any di scussion of bugging did you, in
that, your neetings? O did you?

Yeah, | did. That what, ah, distressed ne
quite a bit.

Ch you did.

Um hum

Who raised it? Liddy?
That's right.

Liddy at that point said we ought to do sone
buggi ng?

Right, Mtchell just sat there on his pipe
and puffed and said nothing. He didn't

agree to it, and I, at the end of the
meeting. ..

Vell, you won't need to say in your
statenent the buggi ng.

No.

You could say that they were gonna engage in
intelligence operations, you said the main
thing is that, ah, ah, it nust be totally

| egal and that the | aws and ethics and so
forth and so on. You cane back and Bob
says, he says (unintelligible). You know
what | nean?

Ri ght .
| would think, nmake, | think you could nake

sel f-servi ng God-danmn statenents
(unintelligible).

The enbarrassnment for you would be that the
Whi te House knew that there was an
intelligence operation going, ah... but --

But, why, did you nean enbarrassed?
Al right.

| think every, everybody, ah, everybody that
(unintelligible) naive basis, who knows?
Hal deman knows, right?

Ri ght.
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And of course, but you could be there if you
justify it along the basis that...

W knew it was to be | egal.

Not only be legal but that it was totally
necessary because of the violence, the, ah,

t he denonstrations, ah, the heck--, the kind
of activities that we knew were threatened
agai nst us in our convention and in our
canpaign and in all of our appearances. W
had to have intelligence and about what they
were gonna do that we could in turn issue
instructions to (unintelligible) find out
what they're doing, and, uh, sonething |ike
t hat .

This is another point on not using the FB
for political purposes either. Ah, while we
woul d col l ect normal denonstration
intelligence, we needed specific
intelligence as to were there concerted
efforts by opposing political people to
denonstrate, cause disruption, (coughs) get
t hese peaceni ks whi pped up into a frenzy and
a like.

That's right.

That's not, ah, that's not the function of
t he Bur eau.

You see, |'ve been thinking, | should say,
for exanple, the matter was di scussed as to
whet her or not, (unintelligible) the Bureau,
ah, should be, ah, it was pointed out that
in the 1964 el ections, the Bureau was used
(unintelligible).

Um hum

Coul d you get that--the salt?
Um hum

You get ny point?

Um hum

And that's, uh, uh, then Hal deman sai d under
no circunstances, or nention them whatever
they are, it all had to be done privately
because the Bureau may not be involved in a
parti san contest. W could not use the
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Bureau in this. You can use them agai nst
denonstrations. But for political
character, the Bureau is never used. Wich
is true.

Un but I...

The Secret Service was used, but they that's
their job.

...but that's their job...
(Unintelligible) make it quiet there.

...but they weren't, ah, uh, they weren't
collecting the sane type, they were..

Oh, no they were. ..
...threats and...
(Unintel ligible)

...they were | ooking to see who was behi nd
it or...

What |'mgetting at is, uh, you have got,
you can put off all the self-serving nen and
they in turn, the main thing is the

Presi dent has -- then, you see, that
basically clears the President frankly..
That's right

(Unintel ligible)

That's right

(Unintel ligible)

That’s got to be done, that's right

Where it's got to be done. And then and
frankly, they' ve got the say: | did this,
this, this and this and Chapi n woul d have to
(unintelligible). Agreed?

That's right.

And he would say I had this and d-, d, d-,
d-, but | had nothing to do with this...

No.
...or this other thing --
It seens to me the way that you would, the



way these would be handl ed publicly or you
want to say or publicly out of external from
the White House, uh, that you m ght well,
just give these to Ervin and directly and
say | want you to see...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght .

DEAN: ...what | know. ..

PRESI DENT: That's right.

DEAN: And | think that you know, innocent people

here, who have commtted no crine...
[Part ||]**********

DEAN: The I ong and short of what | sinply say that
| think that, ah, Kleindienst, would like to
turn Baker off a little bit on looking into
the '68 thing and Baker wants to get sone
nore facts on it. So (sighs) it's kind of a
hiatus right there, and I don't know as, uh,
Baker will go aboard unl ess Kl eindi enst
assures himthey have sonething to produce
and | don't know if Kl eindienst has anything
to produce.

PRESI DENT: He won't produce if he has it. The question
i's now what about Sullivan? Are you gonna
convert hin®

DEAN: No, Sullivan, ah, is, ah, commtted to have
me or have prepared for ne in his own type-
witten, ah, product, his list of all the
horribles that he is, ah...

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

DEAN: ...been able to recollect.

PRESI DENT: | want that, | want that for starter, of
course, nothing nore.

DEAN | think so.

*kkkkkkk k%

PRES| DENT: You need it very much. | want it. Now, you
wer e saying too, ah, what really, ah, where
the, this thing leads, |I nmean in terns of
the vulnerabilities and so forth. [It's your

view the vul nerabl es are basically Mtchell,
Col son, Hal deman, indirectly, possibly
directly, and of course, the second | evel
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is, as far as the Wiite House is concerned,
Chapi n.

And |'d say Dean, to a degree.
You? \Wy?

Vel |, because |I've been all over this thing
| i ke a bl anket .

| know, | know, but you know all about it,
but you didn't, you were in it after the
deed was done.

That's correct, that | have no
f or eknow edge. ..

Here's the whole point, here's the whole
point. M point is that your problemis
you, you have no problem All the others
that have participated in the God-damed
thing, and therefore are potentially subject
tocrimnal liability. You're not. That's
the difference.

That's right.
(Pause)

And on that score, of course, we have to
know where we are

And on. ..

Everybody -- Magruder | understand knows,
told sonme people that Hal deman knows, told
ot her people that, ah, Col son knows
(unintelligible).

OCh Jeb, is ah, Jeb is a good nan. But if
Jeb ever sees hinself sinking, he will reach
out to grab everybody he can get hold of.

WII he?

Yes, and | think the unfortunate thing is in
this whole thing, Jeb is the nost
responsi bl e man for the whol e incident.

(Unintel ligible)

Vell, let ne tell you, one, after it
happened and on, on Mnday, |, didn't take
nme very long to put the pieces together what
had occurred, ah, | got a hold of Liddy and
| said Gordon, I want to know who in the
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White House is involved in this and he said,
John, nobody is involved or has know edge,
that I know of. Ah, that we were going in
or the like, with one exception and it was a
| ower | evel person.

St r achan.

Strachan. Ah, he said | don't really know
if he, how nmuch he knew, and | said well why
in the hell did this happen and he said

Magr uder pushed nme without nmercy to go in
there. Magruder said | had to go in there.
He had to do this..

Who pushed Magruder?

That's. ..

Col son?

That's -- that what Jeb..

Col son, did Col son push Magruder though?
Now that's where there's two stories.

That's ny point, | don't, I think, I--
Col son can push, but he didn't know Magruder
that well.

No.

And had very damm little confidence in him
Uh. ..

Ri ght.

...So maybe that one can cone fromhere. |Is
t hat your point?

That's, ah, that's...
Thi nk Hal deman pushed hi n?

Vell a, | think what happened is that on
sort of a tickler...

| can't believe Hal deman woul d push
Magr uder .

No, | don't think happened.

| don't think (unintelligible) Maybe Chapin
di d.

No, | think Strachan did. Because Strachan
just had it on his tickler, he was supposed
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to be gathering intelligence and talking to
Jeb and saying what, where is it and why
isn't it comng in? You haven't produced
it.

Intelligence problens? Wat were they
worried about? They worried about, as |
understand it, the San Di ego denonstrati ons.
I|"'mtoo sure of, but | guess everybody
around here except ne worried about them

Well, I, I don't know.

Vel | denonstrations, what else...

| think..

Mtchell...though that they would be worried
about, were secret, | mean, the ten mllion

doll ars, what the hell difference did that
make

| can't understand why they decided to go in
DNC. That absolutely nystifies nme as to
what - anybody' s been around the Nati onal

Comm ttee knows there's nothing there.

Vell, the point is they're trying to see
what the (unintelligible) developed in terns
of the...

So that's the, that's the...

And how t hey, now Magruder puts the heat on
sonebody el se, you know, the way you see
things, 'cause | understand it, is a, that,
possi bly heard a friend of m ne, that, ah--
Sl oan, Sloan starts pissing on Magruder and
t hen Magruder starts pissing on, on, who
even Hal deman. .

No, no it's, it's, if...
| don't see..

...if, if somebody out of here were to start
saying, or say, all right, Jeb, you're
gonna, you're, you're gonna take the heat on
this one, ah...

Sonmebody down here's gonna say that?
No.
Can't do that.
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No.

| think what you've got to do, to the extent
that you can, John, is cut her off at the
pass. And you cut off at the pass. Liddy
and his bunch just did this as part of their
j ob.

They were out on a lark. They went beyond
any assignnent they ever had.

Now on the Segretti thing, | think you' ve
just got to -- Chapin and all of them have
just got to take the heat. Look, you've got
to admt the facts, John and...

That's right.

And that's our -- and that's that. And
Kal mbach paid him And paid a | ot of
people. I, | just think on Segretti, no
matter how bad it is-- It isn't nearly as
bad as people think it was. Espionage,

sabot age, shit.

The intent, when Segretti was hired, was
not hi ng evil, nothing vicious, nothing bad,
not hi ng. Not espi onage, not sabotage. It
was pranksterismthat got out of hand, it--
and we don't know that. And | think we can
| ay our story out there. Ah. | have no
problemw th the Segretti thing. [It's just
not that serious. The, ah, ah, the other
potential problem ah, is Ehrlichman's and
that is...

I n connection with Hunt?
In connection with Hunt and Liddy both.
They wor ked for hinf

They -- these fellows had to be sone idiots,
as we've learned after the fact. They went
out and went into Dr. Ellsberg's doctor's
of fice and they had, they were geared up
with all this Cl A equipnment, caneras and the
like. Well, they turned the stuff back in
to the CIA sone point intime and left film
in the canmera. Ah, CIA has not put this
toget her, and they don't know what it al
means right now. But it wouldn't take a
very sharp investigator very |ong because
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you' ve got pictures in the CIA files that
they had to turn over to Justice.

What in the world, what in the nanme of God
was Ehrlichman havi ng sonet hi ng
(unintelligible) in the Ellsberg?

They were trying to -- this was a part of
ah, an operation that, ah -- in connection
wi th the Pentagon papers. They were -- the

whol e thing -- and they wanted to get
El | sberg's psychiatric records for sone
reason.

Wy ?
| don't know.

This is the first | ever heard of this. |,
I (unintelligible)

Ah. ..

...care about Ellsberg was not our problem
That's right.

Jesus Chri st.

Vell, anyway, it, it, you know, it was under
an Ehrlichman structure, maybe John didn't
ever know. |'ve never asked himif he knew.

| didn't want to know.

| can't see that getting into, into this
heari ng.

Vell, look. Here's-- no, here's the way it
can cone up.

Yeah.

In the CIA's files which they -- which the
Commttee is asking for -- in the material

they turned over the Departnent of
Justice. ..

Yeah.
...there are all the materials relating to
Hunt. In there are these pictures which the

Cl A devel oped and they' ve got Gordon Liddy
standi ng proud as punch outside this
doctor's office with his nanme on it. And
it'"s this material, it's not going to take
very long for an investigator to go back and
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say, why would this sonebody be at the
doctor's office, and they'd find out that
there was a break-in at the doctor's office,
and then you'd find Liddy on the staff, and
then you' d start working it back. | don't
think they' Il ever reach that point.

Can't be.

This was way. . .

It's irrelevant.

It's irrelevant. Right.

That's the point. That's where -- that's
where -- where, ah, Ervin's rules of
relevancy-- 1'd like to know- Now what the
hell has this got to do with it?

It has nothing as a |lot of these things that
they could stunble along into, ah, is
i rrel evant



